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Mission Statement 
In support of our community, the mission of South Lyon 

Community Schools is to provide the highest quality 
educational process, so that all students can excel as 

individuals, and become contributing members of society. 
 

August 18, 2014 
 
Dear South Lyon Community Schools Family, 
 
Recently, the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) released school and district 
accountability results.  Nearly all K-12 public schools are ranked based on student 
proficiency, student improvement, and achievement gaps between students within the 
school.  This new ranking system is one result of the waiver granted to the State of 
Michigan in regard to the No Child Left Behind laws.  A school’s overall ranking combines 
three factors- levels of achievement, improvement of student achievement over time, 
and achievement gaps between students at a school.   Achievement levels are based on 
how well students perform on either the MEAP or MME assessments.      
 
Based on this Top-to-Bottom ranking of schools across the state, the MDE has assigned 
some schools one of three labels. 
 

1. Priority schools- these are the lowest performing 5% of schools in the state.  
South Lyon Community Schools does not have any schools designated as a 
Priority school. 

2. Reward schools- these are schools that were in the top 5% of schools in the 
state, improved at rates that placed the school in the top 5% for gains in 
achievement, or were designed as “beating the odds.”  Beating the Odds schools 
are those schools that are overcoming traditional barriers to student 
achievement and are outperforming schools with similar risk factors and 
demographic makeup.  In South Lyon Community Schools, we have three 
identified Reward schools: Brummer and Sayre Elementary Schools, along with 
South Lyon East High School.   

3. Focus schools- these are schools that were in the 10% of schools in the state 
with the widest achievement gaps between the 30% of their highest achieving 
students and the 30% of their lowest achieving students.   In South Lyon 
Community Schools, we have one identified Focus school: Bartlett Elementary 
School. 
 
Seven buildings did not receive any label: Dolsen, Hardy, Kent Lake and Salem 
Elementary Schools, Centennial and Millennium Middle Schools and South Lyon 
High School. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 CITA                 South Lyon Community Schools 

345 South Warren  South Lyon  MI  48178 
 



[2] 

 

If your student attends a Focus school, that does not mean that he or she is in a low-performing 
school.  The Focus school label does not identify whether a school has high or low student 
achievement or how a school has improved over time.   
 
From the information provided to us by the MDE, in the state’s “top to bottom” school ranking 
system, our Focus School, Bartlett Elementary had an overall percentile rank of 82- meaning that the 
Department of Education believes Bartlett scored better than or equal to 82% of public schools in 
the state. 

 
The Focus school label simply means that at a particular school, the students are not all achieving 
the same level of proficiency as one another- without regard to whether the students are actually 
proficient or how students in the building did in comparison to other schools in the state.   The 
Focus school label does not take into consideration overall student achievement, only the span of 
student achievement scores.  Schools are less likely to have a large gap if most of their students 
perform at about the same level as one another.   
 
Based on this method of identifying Focus schools, the efforts of a school to narrow the 
achievement gap may not be enough to remove or keep the school off the Focus school list.  Due to 
the identification of 10% of schools in the state receiving this label yearly, even when all students in 
the state are achieving proficiency, there will still be approximately 350 schools identified as focus 
schools.   
 
The goal of the MDE in identifying Focus schools is to have educators in those schools focus their 
school improvement efforts on narrowing achievement gaps in order to help all students reach their 
learning potential.   The South Lyon Community Schools administration and staff have long been 
committed to, and actively working on, narrowing achievement gaps and we are proud to 
continue these efforts.  In addition, four years ago, the administration and staff at Bartlett 
Elementary School were recognized for their efforts to narrow achievement gaps by the MDE when 
Bartlett was named a school that was “Beating the Odds.”   
 
Our Focus school, Bartlett Elementary, housed an academically talented program up until 2013-14.  
The Michigan Department of Education attributes student scores to the last school where the 
students attended a full academic year.  For students in our 4th and 5th grade Magnet program last 
year, the school receiving their 2013 MEAP scores was Bartlett as they took the MEAP test only 
about six weeks after the program moved to Brummer.  Additionally, the scores of students 
redistricted into Bartlett at the beginning of the 2013-14 school year were not counted at Bartlett 
but were instead sent back to the previous school.   
 
The issue at stake is not a poor performance of the “bottom 30 percent”- they are doing well in 
comparison to other schools in our district- but the gap that is created by the outstanding 
performance of the “top 30 percent” at Bartlett.  At this time, we believe it is the outstanding 
performance of our academically talented students that may have created a wider gap at this 
school.   
 
Bartlett Elementary School is identified as Title I targeted-assistance building in addition to being a 
Focus school.  Schools are eligible to receive Title I funds when their percentage of low-income 
students exceeds the district’s average.  Title I funds are used to provide additional services to 
struggling students in our three Title I schools- Bartlett, Kent Lake, and Salem Elementary Schools.  
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Buildings that are identified as both Title I targeted-assistance schools and a Focus school have legal 
requirements beyond revising school improvement efforts.   The district will work with Bartlett 
Elementary School administration and staff to fulfill those legal requirements. The district strongly 
believes that the work of Bartlett staff is centered on helping all students become learners who 
demonstrate proficiency.  We have a great deal of faith in their abilities to meet the needs of their 
students.   
 
If you have further questions regarding the Focus or Reward School status of your child’s school, 
please contact the school principal.  He or she would be happy to assist you.   
 
As always, parents and families with concerns about their own child’s level of proficiency are 
encouraged to contact their child’s school building for further information.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Lisa Kudwa,  
Assistant Superintendent for CITA Services 


